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50th Morpeth Northumbrian Gathering!
Friday-Su nday, Apri I 21 -23

lf you've never been before, this is the one to come to.

We're celebrating 50 years of the Gathering, an it's
ganna be a reet bobby dazzler!

Full details are in the enclosed colour leaflet.
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Members'
Newsletter No 99

Spring/Summer
2017

"Keep Ahad O Wor Tung"

1l1S Gontacts:
lf you want to get in touch
with us about any of the

items in this Newsletter, or
about a dialect query or to
volunteer to help, contact:-

Peter Arnold
33 Hackwood Glade, Hexham,

Northumberland, NE46 1 AL;
phone: 01434 608230;

email : pial 3@phonecoop.coop

Ilates tor lhe lliaru
21-23 Aprir 2017 - 50th Morueth ll0rthumtfian Gathefinu
This year's Gathering will mark an important milestone, and there will
be lots of exciting and interesting extra events. lf you have never been,
or have missed recents events, you really should make an effort to get
along to this year's special celebration. Programme details of the
weekend are included in this mailing.

Saturday 6th May - AGm and Bccd ileet
Our annual celebration of the birthday of wor bard, Fred Reed; with a
pie and peas supper, and entertainment - an evening not to be missed!
The AGM begins at 7pm; the Reed Neet at 8pm. See enclosed sheet for
more details, and to order your pie and peas supper.

Thursday 5th October - llational Poetry llay
We hope to be able to put on some dialect poetry events for this UK
wide celebration this year. What would YOU like us to do? ldeas Please!

Saturday 14th October - Bolanil Bi[[yAnnual lectute
ln lr/orpeth Town Hall at 2pm. There will be two lectures at this event!

Saturday 21 October - llational llialectlestiual
This year's event will be held at Penryn, near Falmouth in Cornwall this
year. Check out the NDF website at www.dialectfestival.co.uk for more
details

Saturday 9th December - Yule Meet
We meet upstairs in the tt/orpeth Chantry Museum at 2pm. Please put
this date in your diaries now!
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Kim Bibby-Wilson
Westgate House,

Dogger Bank, Morpeth,
Northumberland, NE61 1 RE;

phone:01670 513308;
email:

ki m@northumbriana.org.uk

or visit our website at:-
www. north umbriana.org. u k

Su[scriRtions
Subscriptions are now due.
Please renew your
membership as soon as
possible, using the form
enclosed with this Newsletter

Beed lleet
Please buy your tickets for our
traditional celebration of the
birthday of our Bard, Fred
Reed.

Use the form enclosed
with this Newsletter, and
please check the closing date
for all tickets.
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*****

Thanks to member Robbie Greensitt for his
response to the piece in the last Newsletter
called "Aah Diwent Knaa!"

Hwatcheor Gaffer,

Aa'v niwor hord th word "willent". Aa'v hord
"willna / willnee" but aa aalways use
"wiwent" .

North Tyneside or southeast
Northumberland?

Gaancanny
Robbie.

Anyone got anymore ideas?

*****

Annual General Meeting
This is the calling notice for our AGN/, to be
held on Saturday 6th May 2017, at 7pm, in

the N/asonic Hall, Witton House, Howard
Terrace, IVorpeth.

The main items of business will be:-
1. to receive and approve reports from

the Executive Committee and the
Treasurer;

2. to elect Officers, Committee Members
and the Auditor;

3. to elect further Vice-Presidents; and
4. to receive a report detailing proposed

changes to subscriptions.

The AGttll will be followed at 8pm, in the same
venue, by the Reed Neet.

*****

The reason for this is that our
membership numbers are falling, and our
expenditure is rising. The result is that we
have to make some hard decisions. Our
income is less than our expenditure, and we
are now beginning to use up our reserves,
which we have been using to publish books
and CDs of the dialect.

Obviously, we can reduce our
spending, but that will mean we do even less
to publicise the language.

We can try to increase our
membership numbers, but this is proving very
difficult. There are so many other things
people can do with their time and money, that
supporting our fantastic dialect is losing out to
more "exciting" things.

Young people seem reluctant to join us
because - well we don't really know why - and
that's part of the problem too.

We give out membership forms
whenever we give talks to community groups,
but very few respond by joining us.

So, what can we do? Well, in addition
to all of the above suggestions, we've been
discussing putting up our subscriptions, and
that's what we'll be doing at the AG[/, having
a discussion which will help us to make the
right decision for the Society, and for the
language.

Please come to the AG[/, and take
part in this vital debate about our future.

*****

The Reed Neet
ls there anybody out there who would be
willing and able to volunteer to give the toast
to one of our'turns" after the pie and peas
supper? We have one speaker lined up, but
we need three more. Could YOU be one of
them? Here's the programme:-

* Peypin in the Atluckle Greet Stotty Cyek
* Sarrimoanyill Forst Hack
* The Stotty Cyek Weesh
)k Tradeeshnal Suppor follad biv a piece o Stotty
)k Address ti the Muckle Greet Stotty, an the

Repley on eets bihaaf
** Address ti the Baard, Fred Reed, an the Repley

on hees bihaaf bi Arlaistor Raymond Reed
of Stakeford

* Bifs an Pieces hoyed in bithem whaat's theor
* Fred Reed's Bennydikshin

lrlslrEWS

Subscriptions
As mentioned in item 4 above, of the
business to be discussed at the AGN/, we are
considering having to revise our levels of
subscription to the Society.
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