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"Keepin Ahad O Wor Tung"

Members' Newsletter, Number 82, March 2012

Next l{appnin
Friday to Sunday, 13-15 Aprit

t

lon
Goth€ring

See enclosed leaflef for more inforrnotion

Our "Story Tellino" andn'Fine Northumbriari Speec-h" Competitions
start at 1.30 in

St Robert of Newminster Church l-lall
on Saturday l4th April"

Flease come along ond support us!

Northumbrian
Languoge Society

Charity Number 515179

President: Katrina Porteous FNLS

Patrons: The Duke & Duchess of
Northumberland

Chairman (The Gaffor) : Peter Arnold
33 Hackwood Glade, Hexham,

Northumberland, NE46 1AL
Phone: 01434-608230

Email : p,ial3@blinlerrelpon

Secretary: Kim Bibby-Wilson
Westgate House, Dogger Bank,

Morpeth, Northumberland, NE61 1RE
Phone: 0 1 67G-51 3308

Email : kim@northumhriana,orguk

Treasurer; John Davidson
10 Burnhouse Road, Wooler,
Northumberland, NE71 6EE

Phone:01668-281462
Email : f it4O@tiscali.Cruk

Wehsite : umro.nmr{hu mhr,lama,or$, uk

Terny Cornmom 1949-2012

It is wlth gneat sadness that we report the sudden deattr on Friday 'tGth lvlarch of Terry Sornmon.
-ffbrry's wife Avrll neports ttr"rat he was unwe{l after they Eot hack recently fnom visiting famlly ln
Thailand, and that he took a turn for the worse on the Fniday rnorning, and dled suddenly before
medlcal help reached them" Our thoughts are with Avril and the farnily at this ditficult time" A fultr

appneciatlon of Terry's llfe, and of firls contributiom to the Nlorthurnhrian H-anguage $oeiety, will appear
in the next edition sf this Newsletten"
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April in Town

Following this event, in the same place, at 7.30pm,
there will be a screening of archive films, presented
by Keith Hartnell, including Tom Temple's Morpeth
Olympic sequences and other local sporting
heritage films. fickets are 85.

On the same theme, we are still interested in any
Northurnbrlan languqge sBortlng terms. !f you
know of any, please contact Kim with these as soon
as possible before the Gathering. Her contact
details are on the front page of this Newslefier.

**{<****{<**rF{<{<***<:F***<*{<*
A liftle weather poem by Neil Smith of Whitley Bay:-

When the grittor
Gans through Snlttor
Ve Knaa it'llbe bitton

the start of

to do.

not have a
need some for the Dialect Day

******< {***{*

G,raerne Lawson, origlnally lrom T'yrrcmouth, asks:

A+ry6ficwitfr eny ifforffietior.l, pl$ase hrThe Gafior
know.

#+*****#**

Blayoon Ha,ces

You know it'sthe 150th Anniver,sary of the Blaydon
Flaees this'year, donlt you? (Hint : "Aawentte tslaydon

hundred an sixty-

of CDs of
like. The

with
good

, or you

******{(***

Mernbersh i p Subec ri ptione

Subscriptions are due on the first of April. There is
no change to the subscription fees. A renewalform
is included with this Newsletter. Please fill it in and
return it to the Treasurer, John Davidson, as soon
as possible. His contact details are on the form, and
on the front page of this Newsletter.

**********

Heed Neeft

Also in this nrailing is a form for ordering tickets for
this year's Reed Neet celebration. lf you are
attending, please fitl it in and return it to Treasurer
John Davidson as soon as possible.

it

Latest Happnins
On Tu-e-sday 1Oth January ,Kim gave a talk on the
language to members of Longhorsley Loeal
Hl$tory $ocieg. There were about two dozen
members present. The event had been well
receivqd, some .otrr rner,ch:andise had been sold,
and interest in the work of the NLS was raised.

Thepnryq lng Fund Ralsing Gonccrt w,a$

held in,Mor h,llown,Hdl:Eallr-'oofrl 6n Friday 1gth
February. As usual, it was well attended, the acts
were enthtrsiasliically recei,ve'd, ano' much-needed
funds for the Gathering wete raised.

Klm gave another talk about the language to
mcnrbors ol-B- dlfdrd Local Hlstory 8ot$ury.6n
Wednesday Zgth February

i Olympic Gamesllilorpdth'+

As most of you wifl know, the.,Olyrnpi€€ames are
being held in London this summer. What you may
not know is thad a nufiher of cernr,nunities in Britain
heldtheirownver$ionE.ofit igihelolympic
Games long betore lher mo.dGr Qa,r,r1gg.:w,et€
launohed in Greece in 1896. Morpeth was one of
those communities.

The lt[orpelh Olymplc Gariqs,wer,e held r,egr.rlarly
from t87S until 19SE in a varidilr oJ plaees in the
town. The main sports were sprinting, boxing,
wrestling, tne hign jump, the triple jump, and the
pole vault.

There isenevent role in the
at this year's

as in

ears safety catch

Martin Polley,
"The Brltlsh 1stlr



Whaatb On
1$-1S AprEf, ; ffiorpeth h{orthumbrtarl GatherlnE - the north east's premier traditional heritage festival, held the weekend after

Easter. Lots of indoor and outdoor events, activities, competitions, exhibitions, cavalcade. Please make a note of the dates, and come

and support the dialect competitions on ttie Saturday afternoon. Full details are in the glossy brochure included with this newsletter,

1S April- S May : "ffilose The Ooa|trsu$e ffiootr" by Sid Chaplin (former NLS member), Classic north eastern drama comes home

for an extended run. Don't miss it! PS : the early shows clash with the Gathering, and the last night is on the samelqveningasour
AGM and the Reed Neet, so please go between these dates if you can. Venue I Northern Stage, Newcastle. Box Office 0191 230

5151, or look at the website : northernstage.co.uk

Saturday 5 May : F.lorthunTbriare Language Society AGM, 7pm & Reed Neet 8pnr. Venue: Masonic Lodge, Witton House,

Howard Tenace, lViorpeth, There is a large caipark on site, at the rear" Tickets for the Reed Neet will be t7 each' An application form

for tickets is included with this newsletter,

2&-?1"f May : Hexham GatherinE - An annual festival for young folk singers, musicians and dancers' The Gathering centres around

the Queen's Hall Arts Centre in Heiham, with more pedormances in surrounding villages and outdoor spaces in Hexham. There is

also a grand ceilidh in the Wentworth Leisure Centre. You can get further detaili of what's on from the Queen's Hall website

www,queenshall,co.uk or by phone on 01434 652477.

22-24 June : Brantwood Poetry Workstrop Weekend - This workshop is being held in the former home of John Ruskin,

celebrated Victorian writer and critic, in the heart of the Lake District, and it will be led by poet Geraldine Green. Full details can be had

from the website www.hrrantwood.org,uk or by email: egquiries@brantvuooclor$.uk or by phone on 015394 41396, or by writing to The
Brantwood Trust, Coniston, Cumbria, LA21 8AD

1S-nS July ; Rothbury Festiva! - This annual event features traditional music, song and dance, and some dialect competitions.

There is a ceilidh, competitions, pub sessions, a concert, and workshops. There are also outdoor displays of music, song and dance.
For more information. phone 01669 621000.

20-21 October : l$ational Dialeet GatherinE" This event will be held in Morpeth Town Hall on the Saturday, 20th October.

incorporate our traditional Roland Bibby Memorial Lecture on the Saturday, and a Dialect Church Service on the Sunday morning.

f',{ovember ; Alnwick Gathering - There was no Gathering in 201 1, and we have no information yet about 2012' lf one is held this
year, it usually takes place in the middle of November. We will let you know as soon as we know!

$aturday ffi ffiecenrher : Yule Meet" Venue : Morpeth Chantry Museum, 2-4pm. This is our traditional pre{estive season "d0",

but this year may be different. We will still have our shared meal, where everyone who attends brings something simple, either sweet
or savoury, for u's all to eat, plus Hazel's marvellous punch, both alcoholic and non-alcoholic. The entertainment this year,.however, is

likely to iriclude a performanbe of a new Medieval Mystery Play, written in Northumbrian, and based on the only surviving fragment of
the medieval Newbastle Cycle of Mystery Plays. Yoil hav-e been warned, so please don't be upset if some of our usual items don't
feature this yearl!!!
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